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Dear Friends, 

The 2018 regular session has concluded and I am happy to report some major 
legislative wins for our district!  The biggest news of course has been delivering 
on the promise to fix the financing on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge and stop the 
toll increases!  See inside for details, but this is a major win, and the positive 
impact to everyday commuters cannot be overstated.  

This was certainly one of the busiest and more intense sessions in recent 
memory.  In brief, we continued to see massive state revenue growth without 
raising taxes, finally resolved the McCleary decision (and fully funded education 
with over half of our state’s budget) and witnessed a major party leadership 
change — last November — that changed the direction our state was heading.  

For the first time since 2012, Democrats controlled both branches of power 
in the Legislature.  This led to a major shift in direction for our state with an 
ambitious spending push coupled with numerous proposals to raise taxes and 
lower government transparency.  

Ultimately, I am happy to report that we won the argument for not raising 
taxes. Unfortunately, we were not successful in convincing the new Democrat 
leadership to use our extra revenues to immediately reverse the property tax 
increases you experienced this year.

My legislative priorities continue to be: ensuring fiscal responsibility; creating 
opportunities through innovation, job and economic growth; and fostering a 
high-quality educational system (including technology and vocational appren-
ticeships and training) for our children.  It is my true pleasure to serve you!  

If I can ever be of assistance, or if you have an idea to share, please don’t 
hesitate to call, e-mail, or send me a letter.  I am also  
available to meet with you in-district in Gig Harbor.

Strength and Honor,

Jesse L. Young
State Representative

Jesse Lee
Young 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Olympia Office: 
422 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Phone: (360) 786-7964
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Website:  
RepresentativeJesseYoung.com 

Toll-Free Hotline: (800) 562-6000
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Promise #1: End toll increases for the 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge
Promise Kept: Stopped the cycle of 
perpetual toll increases

Building upon the work started in 2016, and continued in 2017, 
the toll increases on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge were again 
stopped.  As I promised, those efforts were meant to buy us 
time as we worked on the long-term financial solution. To that 
end, I sponsored an amendment last year that created the 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge Refinance Workgroup. I helped lead 
this bipartisan workgroup that included government officials, 
business leaders, and a Citizen Advisory Committee focused 
on resolving the financial obligations related to the bridge.  It 
was a new way of engaging the issue.  

As a result, in collaboration with the committee’s findings and 
working bipartisanly with Rep. Jake Fey, D-Tacoma, and the 
State Treasurer’s office, we sponsored legislation (HB 2990) 
that freezes the current toll rates as they stand until 2022, 
ending the cycle of yearly toll increases.  After that, the most 
the tolls can ever go up is 25 cents.  That’s not 25 cents per 
year, that’s only 25 cents ever!  We have finally removed the 
specter of ever-increasing tolls and the bridge debt has finally 
been effectively restructured with a no-payment, no-interest 
loan until 2031-32.  

The result of this bill will save commuters over $200 million!!  
I will now move on to reducing the tolls outright.  You have  
my word.

Promise #2: Being accountable, 
accessible and transparent
Promise Kept: Setting the bar for access 
and in-person contact
As I’m sure you saw in the media, the Legislature 
attempted to "fast-track" and force through a bill to exempt 
itself from information requests by citizens like you.  I was 
an absolute “NO” on this bill and supported the governor’s 
VETO.  Transparency is vital to honest governance and we 
must remain accountable to you!

For that reason, I've consistently made a pledge to you that 
I will be the most available and accountable representative 
in the state.  I’m proud to report, that still holds true.  

While it can be demanding, I believe in-person townhalls 
are very effective at giving you a chance to have your voice 
heard; so, I’ve held more than any other legislator in the 
state.  I’ve also held telephone townhalls and utilized other 
technology, but I really do believe that live in-person 
accountability is what you deserve.  

I've also started hosting issue specific “legislative kitchen 
cabinet” workgroups with those who want to be more 

engaged in the legislative process.  I’ve been hosting a 
workgroup on mental health issues for a couple of months 
now, and have recently started groups on low income 
housing, military engagement, and liberty issues as well.  If 
you’re interested at all, please reach out and let me know.  
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Rep. Jesse Young, R-Gig Harbor, and Rep. Jake Fey, D-Tacoma, 
with Gov. Jay Inslee as House Bill 2990 is signed into law. 
Also attending, Mayors of Port Orchard and Gig Harbor, Rob 
Putaansuu and Kit Kuhn, along with other community leaders.



Promise #3: Stop tax increases
Promise Kept: Stopped proposed 
Income Tax, Carbon Tax, and 
Road Usage Tax 

With the change in leadership, the 2018 session 
began with various proposals from the Democrat-
controlled Legislature to increase taxes across the 
board.  With a strong economy and growing rev-
enue at our back, we stood against them and won.

No Carbon Tax:  The proposed carbon tax 
would have increased the production costs of all 
carbon-based energy production.  At a minimum, 
the carbon tax would have increased the price of gasoline $0.20 - $0.40 per gallon, 
electricity by 4-5 percent, and natural gas by 9-11 percent.  Not only has research 
shown that this tax would provide no measurable environmental benefit, it would 
have placed an undue burden on working-class families as they commute to work, 
and on seniors as they try to heat their homes on fixed incomes. 

Currently, Washington state does not consider hydroelectric power as environmen-
tally friendly.  This distinction is a key factor related to increasing energy costs in our 
state.  Moreover, almost every other state considers it to be “green,” including Califor-
nia which purchases it cheaply from Washington.  Hydroelectric power should be 
re-categorized so that those on fixed incomes, and those most financially vulnerable, 
could afford to heat their homes.  Never fear, I'll continue my work on this front, and 
in the meantime fending off an ineffective, cost increasing carbon tax was a good win.

No Income Tax:  In another attempt to control your money, the majority party 
proposed an income tax in the form of a capital gains tax.  Not only is any form of 
income tax a violation of our state constitution, it has been repeatedly voted down  
by you! 

Washington is one of only seven states that does not charge its citizens an income tax.  
This gives us a major competitive advantage in attracting both new companies and 
workforces.  We want those jobs here for us and our kids; not going over to foreign 
shores!  Instituting any type of income tax will have a measurably detrimental effect 
on our economy and goes against the will of the people.  Stopping this push was a 
major win for our economy, and I was proud to help lead the charge!

No Road User Charge / Vehicle Miles Traveled:  Make no mis-
take, however the majority party tries to brand this tax, it is about tracking where you 
drive and it is a non-starter!  In 2014, this idea was pitched and resoundingly knocked 
down when conservatives and liberals alike rallied against the tracking component.  

After waiting a couple of years, it was re-introduced under a new name and came 
with the promise that no tracking of drivers would occur.  Of course, when we 
investigated we discovered that the taxing structure was based upon location.  What 
they say is, Seattle roads cost more than rural roads, so different road tax rates must 
be used. Of course, that lays clear their ultimate intent.  If they are going to tax you 
differently by location, they have to track where you’ve driven!  We stopped this 
again, but they were able to get it put into a review study.  Keep your eyes open, 
this will come back again, but as long as I’m here, we’ll stop it cold.

Sponsored Legislation  
Snap-shot of what I am 
working on…
HB 1203 – Exempting school 
districts from sales and use taxes on 
school construction.

HB 1253 – Textbook Affordability: 
Making higher education more 
affordable by providing incentives 
to make private sector corporate 
resources available to students.

HB 1254 – Little Toasters Act: 
Establishing a competitive 
educational grant program, that 
partners with Toastmaster mentors, 
to promote confidence, public 
speaking, and leadership skills in 
students. 

HB 1602 – Coach Kennedy Bill – 
Concerning the exercise of 1st 
Amendment rights (freedom of 
speech and the right to pray) 
following school sporting activities. 

HB 2053 – Allowing foster 
children to be homeschooled.  
Homeschooling families should 
be allowed to foster parent, foster 
adopt, and keep their kids together.

HB 2113 – Assisting 
developmentally disabled and 
persons with special transportation 
needs in rural areas by providing tax 
incentives to businesses like Uber 
for providing transport to work.

HB 2958 – Veteran diversion from 
involuntary commitment. Modi-
fying the involuntary treatment 
rules with regard to the emergency 
detention of a veteran so they can 
instead choose VA service options.

HB 3007 – School violence 
preparedness. Establishing 
a process to create training 
curriculum around responding 
to an active shooter. It would 
also create training programs on 
children’s mental health awareness 
and conflict de-escalation.

BREAKING NEWS:  While session is done, the court just ruled that the Legislature’s attempt to pass a 
bill (House Bill 3003) amending an initiative before passing the initiative itself is unconstitutional.  This 
is in-line with my “No” vote against such action, because your citizen rights should always be honored!
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Property tax relief
This session wasn’t only about fighting against new taxes.  
We also worked to provide tax relief in one area where you 
are feeling it the most – property taxes. 
With the $2.3 billion in additional revenue the state has 
received as a result of our booming economy, the state 
should have reduced your property taxes. As a result of 
last session’s solution to the 2012 McCleary decision, most 
taxpayers saw a one-time increase in their property taxes in 
2018. A reasonable solution was offered, and I am proud to 
have helped sponsor the legislative resolution.
House Bill 3000 would’ve reduced your property taxes in 
2018. Those on fixed and low-incomes would’ve been the 
first to see relief back in your pocketbooks. This bill sought 
to lower your taxes without raising them somewhere else. 
Unfortunately, this solution was not part of the agenda and 
didn’t make it through this session.  We’ll try again next 
session!
The supplemental operating budget did include some small 
property tax relief. Unfortunately, you won’t see the relief 
until 2019. This is a one-time property tax reduction of 
$0.30/$1,000 of assessed home value.

Funding 26th District projects
• $6.5 million for Minter Hatchery intakes
• $5.5 million for Kopachuck Park day use area development
• $2 million for the Tremont road expansion project
• $1 million for Port Orchard marina breakwater refurbishment 
• $929,000 for Olympic Community College shop building
• $515,000 for Key Peninsula elder community (Lakebay)
• $464,000 for West Hills Early Learning Center
• $428,000 for Penrose Point sewer improvements
• $322,000 for improvements to West Sound Technical School
• $309,000 for the Downtown Pocket Park at Rockwell 
• $250,000 for Quincy Square on 4th in Bremerton
• $248,000 for Longbranch Marina 
• $206,000 for Gig Harbor Sports Complex
• $150,000 for Admiral Theatre renovation, phase II
• $100,000 for PLIA improvements at Newman’s Chevron
• $60,000 for Key Peninsula Civic Center
• $58,000 for Historic Purse Seiner Shenandoah restoration
• $17,000 for Fox Island catastrophic emergency preparedness

Thank you for your confidence! It is an honor 
and pleasure to serve.
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