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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The 2022 legislative session is now behind us. Although it was a short 
60-day session, we had many opportunities to pass some real solutions to 
our state’s many problems. However, this will go down as one of the most 
partisan legislative sessions we’ve ever had. Republicans were left out of 
the discussion on several fronts and the voices of many Washingtonians 
were ignored.

My primary focus started and ended with public safety – protecting our 
communities, families, and standing up for our first responders. Second 
to that was our targeted effort at holding state government accountable 
and attempting to rein in the governor’s emergency powers authority. 
Finally, we worked non-stop making the case that adding $17 billion in 
new spending was the wrong direction for our state and hurtful to our 
working families and small businesses.

We had many important issues to work on, but ultimately this session 
will be remembered for the missed opportunities to effect real change. 
Legislators from both chambers introduced nearly 1,500 bills and just 
over 300 of them made it to the governor’s desk. Unfortunately, of those 
only 19% were Republican bills; a disappointing low.

Instead, the majority party increased spending, provided no real tax 
relief, failed to meaningfully correct the terrible police reform bills passed 
last session, didn’t solve the long-term care/payroll-tax issues, added 
several new taxes and fees to pay for an irresponsible transportation 
spending package, and allowed the governor to continue running the 
state without any checks and balances from the Legislature. Additionally, 
they did not correct the capital gains tax issue, which was struck down in 
court in March.

That is a lot to take in, so as we return home for the interim, I’m looking 
forward to meeting with you throughout the 26th District. Please 
continue reaching out to me with your questions, concerns, and input on 
issues important to you. If you would like to visit with me in-person at my 
office, or at your community group, school, or business, please contact 
me. I’m here to represent you and it’s an honor to be your voice in the 
Legislature.

Veritas Sine Timore,

Jesse L. Young
State Representative

mailto:Jesse.Young@leg.wa.gov
http://RepresentativeJesseYoung.com


Fixing the bad police reform
The Democrat majority passed several bills in 2021 
that were strongly opposed by police. These bills 
severely hampered peace officers’ abilities to respond 
to emergency situations (HB 1054), detain criminals 
and protect themselves (HB 1310), and pursue fleeing 
suspects (HB 1054). Two other bills (HB 1267 & SB 
5051) presumed officers bias and guilt according to 
officers who testified in committee hearings. The 
fallout has been frustrating and dangerous, as crime 
has increased throughout the state. In our district, car 
theft alone is up astronomically, and police deaths are 
rising at alarming rates.

Coming into this year, everyone knew these policies 
were failing and dangerous, so Republicans offered 
many solutions and fixes. Virtually all were refused. By 
session’s end, only three minor bills were passed to make 
things a little better. House Bills 1719, 1735, and 2037 
improved officers’ abilities to make quicker decisions, 
de-escalate and help people experiencing mental health 
crises, and clarify when use of force is allowed. However, 
the biggest issues affecting rising crime – the abilities to 
detain and pursue – were not resolved.

I co-sponsored the bills which would have fully 
restored these abilities. While these were rejected, 
Democrat members offered a scaled-back pursuit bill 
instead (SB 5919). We heavily negotiated this and with 
just over a week remaining we came to a bipartisan 
agreement and passed it off the floor of the House.

Unfortunately, when this bill was subsequently 
brought before the entire Senate, which had passed 
it earlier in session, it was voted down for further 
consideration. As a result of this floor vote, the bill died 
with just two days to go in session.

Republicans offered real solutions to the police 
detainment and pursuit policies and several other 
issues in our Safe Washington Plan, but they were not 
addressed. Instead of cracking down on crime, the 
majority party made it easier for bad actors to get away 
with just about anything. And it’s putting everyone at 
greater risk.

Operating budget: Despite record revenue still no meaningful tax relief
The supplemental operating budget continues a trend of unsustainable spending by the majority party. It will increase 
spending to about $64.1 billion in 2021-23, a $6.1 billion increase over current spending levels. State spending is now $12.5 
billion or 24% higher than 2019-21 levels. Families and individuals are facing the highest inflation rate in more than 40 
years, which is costing the average household an extra $250 a month. However, while so many families are grappling with 
increased costs, the Democrat majority chose to spend our $15 billion budget surplus before raising fees and taxes even 
more! With so much additional money available, this would’ve been the perfect time for real tax relief, but that didn’t 
happen. We need to help working families. There are no more excuses. I will continue offering real solutions to our biggest 
issues, including long-term tax relief (property, payroll, and gas tax) to help struggling families and individuals.
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Public safety voting record 
for 26th District legislators

 Very Bad  
2021 Police 
Reform Bills

Senator
RANDALL

Representative 

YOUNG
Representative

CALDIER

HB 1310 Yes No No

HB 1054 Yes No No

HB 1267 Yes No No

SB 5051 Yes No No

2022 Police 
Reform Bills 
 Fixes 

Senator
RANDALL

Representative 

YOUNG
Representative

CALDIER

HB 1719 Yes Yes Yes

HB 1735 Yes Yes Yes

HB 2037 Yes Yes Yes

SB 5919
Yes

Yes YesUnexcused 
absence

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1054&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1310&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1054&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1267&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5051&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5051&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1719&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1735&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2037&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5919&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://tvw.org/video/senate-floor-debate-march-10-2022031192/?eventID=2022031192&startStreamAt=110&stopStreamAt=648
https://tvw.org/video/senate-floor-debate-march-10-2022031192/?eventID=2022031192&startStreamAt=580


Republicans offered sustainable and 
equitable transportation funding model
House Republicans offered real solutions to the state’s many 
transportation troubles. While serving in leadership on the 
House Transportation Committee, I spent several years 
helping lay the groundwork for our forward-thinking plan. 
To that end, in November, we introduced our Reprioritizing 
Existing Appropriations for Longevity (REAL) Act.

Our transportation plan would’ve, among other things:

•  Shifted specified transportation programs to be paid for 
by the general fund starting in 2025.

•  Directed state sales tax paid on motor vehicles to the 
preservation and maintenance of our roads, highways, 
bridges, and existing transportation system.

•  Permanently transferred sales tax paid on transportation 
projects to the transportation budget.

•  Paused many over-budget, mass-transit programs while 
we study the impacts of commuting and travel due to 
COVID-19.

•  Created a program that bridges the divide between 
transportation safety in urban and rural communities.

•  And, set the stage for new, non-Seattle-based, road and 
highway construction projects.

Unfortunately, transportation funding has been tied to 
the state’s gas tax and vehicle registration fees for 
decades. While taxes continue to increase with each 
new transportation package, collected revenues keep 
declining. The REAL Act offers real solutions to address 
the plateau in transportation revenue while maintaining 
and creating a transportation system for all Washingtonians, 
without raising taxes.

This will continue to be a priority of mine next year.

Transportation spending package hurts Washingtonians
The big news in transportation this session was the Democrats’ new spending package – Move Ahead Washington. The 
majority party left Republican lawmakers completely out of the discussion on this 16-year, $17 billion tax-increase package.

And don’t be fooled, the cost of fuel is going to go up unless fixed next session. Any claim that this package does not raise 
the gas tax is disingenuous. Remember, in 2021, Democrats passed the Climate Commitment Act (CCA), which is one of the 
key revenue sources for this year’s transportation spending plan. To summarize this three-step play: start with passing a 
tax increase last year (2021), which will take effect in two years (2023) so that when you increase spending this year (2022) 
you can try and claim that you didn’t raise taxes.

According to non-partisan legislative staff, the low-carbon fuel standard and cap-and-trade components of the CCA will 
raise the cost of gas by 49 cents a gallon over time, starting next year.

•  The state will raid the Public Works Assistance Account for the next 16 years, taking needed money away from our local 
cities, counties, and communities in need.

•  Fees for license plates, enhanced driver's licenses, and more will increase.

•  The stage is set for a vehicle GPS tracking tax (Road User Charge). As you know, I strongly oppose this!

•  And the state envisions prohibiting gas-powered vehicles from being purchased, sold, or registered in Washington after 
model year 2030.

With record tax revenue coming into our state, there is no reason to raise any taxes or fees. This is bad policy that gives lots 
of money to Seattle while making the rest of Washington foot the bill.

Critical misses for the 26th District
Lower toll fees are a gimmick: You probably heard about toll 
fees for the Tacoma Narrows Bridge (TNB) being reduced by 
75 cents. Does this really save you money? On the surface it 
looks to save a daily commuter around $195 a year. However, 
to pay for this plan, your taxes are going up. So is the price of 
gas ($.49/gallon), as well as numerous other fees, costing you 
about $500 a year in new taxes, even if you don’t drive across 
the TNB… and that’s not even the worst part.

The worst part is that we didn’t get the money! It’s only 
“promised” in future budgets. Which begs the question, 
why does a bill (SB 5488) to lower the tolls by 75 cents also 
remove the tolling cap that prevented tolls from being 
raised? If the goal is to lower tolls, why make it possible to 
raise them? It’s a question I’m being asked a lot. I offered an 
amendment to fix this and keep in place the protective cap on 
tolls I added in 2018 (HB 2990), but it was rejected on a party-
line vote. So, the $130 million we are supposed to get is not 
guaranteed, and whatever amount we do get will be in small 
increments, not all at once. That means if the money doesn’t 
come, they will be able to – and will have to – raise the tolls on 
the TNB higher than where they are currently capped ($5.25). 
This is not just a mess; it is a train wreck for commuters. I will 
fix it next year, I promise!

No money for Gorst: Commuters in South Kitsap know the 
pain of sitting in Gorst traffic during rush hour. While there 
had been an agreement for over a year to make this our top 
bipartisan priority for funding, all negotiations were halted 
when our Senator, in December, pledged to instead pay off the 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge in full. This was a major blunder that 
not only failed (the TNB was not paid off), but ultimately cost 
us about $550 million for a Gorst traffic solution. Instead of a 
fully funded fix, we got a do-nothing study project and wasted 
a negotiation window that only comes around about every 10 
years… a major miss for our district.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5488&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2990&Initiative=false&Year=2017
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Promises kept: Fighting against new taxes
You may recall, I’m one of eight legislators appointed to the 
statewide Tax Structure Work Group (TSWG). I was chosen 
because of my professional background, experience, and 
success at crafting balanced budgets. So, even when session 
is over, I continue working hard for you, as this work group 
remains active.

While the TSWG was created in 2017 to identify options to make 
the state tax code more equitable and stable, I’ve also sought to 
make it more transparent and fiscally responsible. I think you’ll 
agree we’ve been successful.

Finally, a tax win:

In May 2021, the group released six tax scenarios – including 
implementing a personal income tax. I’m happy to report in 
March of this year, after much bipartisan negotiation and 
leading the effort for transparency, we convinced the work 
group to vote down any further consideration of personal 
income taxes. This was a huge bipartisan victory.

Many felt the work group’s detailed analyses and semi-
anonymous voting structures would be used to set up a formal 
recommendation for adopting a personal income tax, including 
me. Fortunately, the data showed how harmful that would be 
to our state, working class individuals, and small business. We 
negotiated hard and common sense won the day!

$30.3 million in total funding for 26th 
District projects – another promise kept!
•  $10.9 million for West Sound Technical Skills Center 

Modernization
•  $2.07 million for Kopachuck Day Use Development
•  $2.05 million for Gig Harbor Peninsula FISH New Facility
•  $1.5 million combined for Wildlife Recreation Grants
 ■  $1 million for SP Inholdings and Adjacent Properties
 ■  $500,000 for TR Cushman Trail 14th Ave. to 24th St. NW
•  $1.4 million for Camp Colman Cabin Preservation/Upgrades
•  $1.23 million for South Kitsap Community Events Center
•  $1.05 million for Community/Technical College Systems
•  $970,000 for DNR and Camp Colman Collaboration
•  $515,000 for the Manette Affordable Housing Project
•  $490,000 for Peninsula Comm. Health Services (Gig Harbor)
•  $463,000 for Peninsula Comm. Health Services (Bremerton)
•  $450,000 for Maritime Gallery Construction
•  $412,000 for the Bremerton Library Building - HVAC
•  $370,000 for Filucy Bay Estuary and Shoreline Protection
•  $350,000 for LG Sehmel Homestead Park Turf Replacement
•  $269,000 for the Roxy Bremerton Foundation
Plus, hundreds of thousands more for other capital budget projects.

See more at http://fiscal.wa.gov/CapitalProjectListDistrictSupp.aspx

And I promise to bring more next year!
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Rep. Young in a light-hearted moment with our future leaders

http://fiscal.wa.gov/CapitalProjectListDistrictSupp.aspx

